MINUTES OF REGULAR MEETING HELD MARCH 23, 2021

Pursuant to rules of Council of the Town of Westfield, the members thereof convened in
regular session Tuesday, March 23, 2021 at 8:00 p.m.

Mayor Brindle made the following announcements:


https://westfieldnj.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=ed1755f93623ba9b7c6ac1def&id=a359642a0c&e=f8459fb5ba
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Westfield, the Westfield Community Center, the Westfield Neighborhood Council, and the MLK
Jr. Association of Westfield for making this important event possible.

LOCAL UPDATES
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ADVERTISED HEARINGS

PENDING BUSINESS

BIDS

TOWN OF WESTFIELD
INVITATION TO BID
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2021 ADA Curb Ramps & Drainage Improvements

Bidder

Amount of Bid

DLS Contracting Inc.

$246,600.00

36 Montesano Road

Fairfield, NJ 07004

Frank Galbraith & Son Excavation

$411,090.00

831 Raritan Road

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

T. Fiotakis

$243,240.00

197 Central Avenue

Edison, NJ 08817

United Terrain Group

$415,300.00

386 State Route 79

Morganville, NJ 07751

Assuncao Brothers Inc

$423,419.65

29 Wood Avenue

Edison, NJ 08820

Fischer Contracting

$234,390.00

10 Short Hills Court

Scotch Plains, NJ 07076

Messercola Excavating Inc.

$297,600.00

549 East Third Street

Plainfield, NJ 07062

NAVA Construction Inc.

$228,400.00

1216 Stockon Drive

North Brunswick, NJ 08902

FDM Construction LLC

$352,900.00

90 Willow Street

Carteret NJ, 07008

MINUTES

On a motion by Councilman Katz and seconded by Councilman Dardia, Council approved the
Minutes of the Town Council Regular and Conference Meeting held March 9, 2021.

PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS

OPEN DISCUSSION BY CITIZENS

Mayor Brindle opened the public comments portion of the meeting and asked if there were any

questions or comments.

BILLS AND CLAIMS

On motion by Councilwoman Habgood, and seconded by Councilman Contract, bills and claims

were adopted unanimously:

RESOLVED that the bills and claims in the amount of $266,588.55 per the list submitted to the
members of this Council by the Chief Financial Officer, and approved for payment by the Town
Administrator be, and the same are hereby, approved and that payroll warrants previously issued

by the Chief Financial Officer be ratified.
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REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES:

Finance Policy Committee

The following resolutions, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood and seconded by Councilman
Dardia, were unanimously adopted.

Resolution No. 71

WHEREAS, Accurate Sewer and Drain LLC placed the required cash bond of
$500.00 to

cover the Road Opening Permit #20-033 for 245 Tuttle Parkway, and

WHEREAS, Accurate Sewer and Drain LLC is entitled to have this amount be
returned, and

WHEREAS, the Town Engineer has inspected the roadway excavation and has found the
road the excavation to have been properly repaired.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Treasurer be authorized to draw a
warrant in the name of Accurate Sewer and Drain LLC for $500.00 and forward to 9
Cellar Avenue, Clark, New Jersey, 07066.

Resolution No. 72

WHEREAS, the Recreation Commission of the Town of Westfield determined that there
was a need for a food concession for the 2021 season at the Westfield Memorial Pool;
and

WHEREAS, on February 25, 2021, a Request for Proposals (RFP) for the aforesaid
service was advertised to be returnable on March 16, 2021; and

WHEREAS, on March 16, 2021, one (1) response to the RFP was received; and

WHEREAS, Lizzard Inc. DBA Suspenders, 1131 Magie Avenue, Union, New Jersey
07208 submitted a proposal to perform said services with a payment to the Town of
Westfield totaling $14,201.50; and

WHEREAS, the Recreation Commission has found the proposal to be responsive to the
RFP and is recommending that the Town Council authorize an award of contract to
Suspenders.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield be and hereby authorizes an award of contract to Lizzard Inc. DBA
Suspenders, 1131 Magie Avenue, Union, New Jersey 07208 for the food concession for
the 2021 season at the Westfield Memorial Pool with a payment to the Town of Westfield
totaling $14,201.50.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the proper Town Officials be authorized to effect
whatever actions are necessary in the execution and discharge of this contract.

Resolution No. 73

WHEREAS, in 2019, the Westfield Police Department previously sought the purchase of
Body Worn Cameras to comply with the everchanging needs and best practices of law
enforcement, and in 2021, pursuant to an act of the state legislature, Body Worn Cameras
shall now be mandated for use by all uniformed police officers in the State of New Jersey
while engaged in patrol activities; and

WHEREAS, Axon Enterprise of P.O. Box 29661, Department 2018, Phoenix, AZ 85038
was awarded State Contract T0106, under the Department of Purchase and Property
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WHEREAS, at a meeting of the Town Council of the Town of Westfield on June 18,
2019, the Town of Westfield awarded a contract for the purchase of Body Worn Cameras
for the Westfield Police Department to Axon Enterprise of P.O. Box 29661, Department
2019, Phoenix, AZ 85038-9661 under State Contract T0106; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to the Town of Westfield
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WHEREAS, the need to use the three-year average method to compute certain dedicated
revenues in the 2021 Budget Year is beneficial and necessary to the Town; and,
WHEREAS, the selected dedicated revenues, the three-year average, and the amount
anticipated in the 2021 Swim Pool Budget are as follows:

Revenue Description Three-Year Average 2021 Anticipated Revenue

Subscriptions $808,812.74 $800,000.00
Admissions 98,123.40 50,000.00
Miscellaneous 89,971.02 89,000.00

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of
Westfield, in the County of Union and State of New Jersey, that it approves the
utilization of the three-year average method in computing certain dedicated revenues in

the Town
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Resolution No. 76
WHEREAS, N.J.S.A. 40A:4-19 provides that where any contract, commitment or

payments are to be made prior to the final adoption of the 2021 Capital Budget,
temporary appropriations should be made for the purpose and amounts required in the
manner and time therein provided, and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the attached 2021 Temporary Capital
Budget for the Town of Westfield, is hereby adopted.

Yeas: Habgood Nays: None Absent:
Parmelee
LoGrippo
Katz
Mackey
Contract
Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle

Town Council comments:

Councilwoman Habgood reminded residents that the Town is adopting a temporary capital
budget because it would like to move forward with capital projects, primarily road work, as soon
as possible. This resolution is required because the Town will be adopting its capital budget prior
to the adoption of the 2021 Municipal Budget.

The following resolution, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood, seconded by Councilman
Parmelee was adopted by the following roll call vote:

Resolution No. 78

WHEREAS, through Resolutions 251- and 252-2020, both adopted on November 24,
2020, the Town Council of the Town of Westfield adopted a Special Emergency
Resolution to combat operational losses as a direct result of COVID-19; and

WHEREAS, after closing out the Town
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Dardia
Boyes
Mayor Brindle

General Ordinance No. 2210

Regarding the following ordinance, Councilwoman Habgood made the following announcement:
I hereby move that an ordinance entitled,
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Mayor Brindle asked Councilman LoGrippo when he began his term on the Town Council.
Councilman LoGrippo stated that he began his term as a councilmember 10 years ago in July.

Mayor Brindle noted that Councilman LoGrippo was a councilmember during the years 2012
through 2014 when the tax rate was significantly higher and asked if he supported the budget
during those years.

Councilman LoGrippo stated that he supported the budgets during those years, but the Town was
at a trend where the Town was doing well after the financial crisis and was in the progress of
building its surplus balance. Stated that Councilwoman Habgood assured him that the surplus
balance would not go below $9.5 million.

Mayor Brindle stated that she would like it noted for the record that Councilman LoGrippo
supported significantly higher tax rates than the one being introduced tonight, which was also at
a time when the Town
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Councilman LoGrippo stated that he would prefer to do what Union County is doing for the
second consecutive year, which is no tax increase. Stated that he agrees with Mayor Brindle that
it is a philosophy difference.

Mayor Brindle noted that 2 years ago when the Town presented a budget with a 0% tax increase
in an effort to mitigate any consequences from the tax revaluation, Union County was not at a
0% tax increase. Feels each year needs to reviewed and considered based upon the circumstances
in that period in time. Stated that she is proud of this budget and feels legitimate policy
conversations need to occur. In addition, feels this administration can stand on its record very
proudly in terms of its fiscal and financial due diligence.

The following resolution, introduced by Councilwoman Habgood, seconded by Councilman
Dardia was adopted by the following roll call vote:

Resolution No. 80
WHEREAS, the Downtown Westfield Corporation Budget has presented its Budget for
the Town of Westfield
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Special Ordinance No. 2221
Regarding the following ordinance, Councilwoman Habgood made the following announcement:
I hereby move that an ordinance entitled,
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WHEREAS, as part of that plan, on June 3, 2020, Governor Murphy signed Executive
Order 150 permitted food or beverage establishments, such as restaurants, cafeterias,
dining establishments, and food courts, with or without a liquor license; and bars and all
other holders of a liquor license with retail consumption privileges, to offer in-person
service at outdoor areas; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Executive Order 150, the New Jersey Commission of Health
issued Health Executive Order 20-014, which provides detailed protocols for food or
beverage establishments offering services in outdoor areas; and the Acting Director of the
New Jersey Division of Alcoholic Beverage Control issued a Special Ruling Establishing
a Temporary COVID-19 Permit to Expand Licensed Premises (the
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and parking lots adjacent to or contiguous with the licensed premises, or parks,
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Mayor Brindle explained that rescinding these provisions is a trend that is happening around the
country and charging fees is



Council Meeting 24 March 23, 2021

COMMITTEE REPORTS

The Town Administrator feels introducing a budget in any year is an accomplishment, but feels
this year was very unique. Explained that even in 2020, the Town was able to have a normal
budget process before the pandemic and the shutdown. That was not the case this year and all
budget discussions needed to be held virtually. Thanked the Finance Policy Committee and
Department Managers for their efforts under very difficult circumstances.

Mayor Brindle also commended the Town Administrator for his efforts.
ADJOURNMENT

A motion to adjourn, made by Councilman LoGrippo and seconded by Councilwoman Mackey
at 9:34 p.m. was unanimously carried.

Respectfully submitted,

Tara Rowley, RMC
Town Clerk





